
Virna Vidal Menezes
South Bend, Indiana — vvidalme@nd.edu

FIELDS OF INTEREST

Development Economics, Applied Microeconomics, and Economics of Education.

EDUCATION

University of Notre Dame, South Bend, Indiana 2021 — Present
PhD in Economics

Federal University of Ceara, Fortaleza, CE, Brazil 2018 — 2020
MS in Economics

Federal University of Ceara, Fortaleza, CE, Brazil 2013 — 2017
BS in Economics Honors: Magna Cum Laude

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

University of Notre Dame South Bend, Indiana
Research Assistant for Prof. Taryn Dinkelman August 2022 - Present

Inter-American Development Bank Washington, D.C
Consultant Intern June 2024 - August 2024

University of Virginia and University of Notre Dame Kampala, Uganda
Survey Field Coordinator May 2023 – July 2023

Research Institute for Technology and Innovation - IPTI Aracaju, SE, Brazil
Researcher February 2021 - July 2021

Federal University of Ceara Fortaleza, CE, Brazil
Research Assistant August 2019 – July 2021

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

University of Notre Dame, Department of Economics South Bend, Indiana
Instructor October 2024 - December 2024

• Instructor of the Introduction to Linear Regression course.

University of Notre Dame, Department of Economics South Bend, Indiana
Instructor May 2024

• Instructor of the Development Data Bootcamp, organized by the Building Inclusive Growth (BIG) Lab, focusing on teaching
introduction to econometrics and STATA to undergraduates interested in development research.

Getulio Vargas Foundation (FGV), School of Public Policy and Government Brasilia, DF, Brazil
Teaching Assistant August 2020 - December 2020

• Teaching Assistant for the Masters-level “Evidence-Based Decision Making” course focused on causal inference methods,
taught by Professor Tassia Cruz.

GRANTS, HONORS AND AFFILIATION

Kellogg Institute for International Studies South Bend, Indiana
Kellogg Graduate Research Grant January 2026

Arnold Ventures San Francisco, California
Grant to attend the “Differences-in-Differences Causal Inference Workshop”, taught by Prof. Wooldridge November 2024

Building Inclusive Growth (BIG) Lab South Bend, Indiana
BIG Lab Doctoral Student Affiliate May 2023 – Present

Kellogg Institute for International Studies South Bend, Indiana
Kellogg Doctoral Student Affiliate February 2023 – Present

Notre Dame Program for Interdisciplinary Educational Research (PIER) South Bend, Indiana
Notre Dame Burns Fellow August 2021 – Present

vvidalme@nd.edu


Getulio Vargas Foundation (FGV) and Itau Social Sao Paulo, SP, Brazil
Grant to attend the course “Advanced Course in Public Policy and Social Projects Evaluation.” January 2020 - March 2020

National Council for Scientific and Technological Development (CNPq) Fortaleza, CE, Brazil
Master’s Scholarship February 2018 – August 2020

SERVICE AND PROFESSIONAL TRAINING

Referee: Journal of Human Resources

Department of Economics, University of Notre Dame South Bend, Indiana
Graduate Student Committee Co-chair August 2023 – May 2024

• Appointed by the Chair of the Department of Economics to integrate a committee formed by 3 graduate students.
• Organized a weekly graduate student seminar, held social events for graduate students, and assisted with any conflicts in the

graduate student community.

Institute of Early Childhood - IPREDE Fortaleza, CE, Brazil
Parental Sensitivity and Attachment Course and Video Feedback Training January 2017

• Short-term course focused on training evaluators on video feedback interventions applied to early childhood settings

Department of Economics, Universidade Federal do Ceara Fortaleza, CE, Brazil
Member of the Economics Student Government March 2016 – August 2017

PRESENTATIONS

2026 Midwest International Economic Development Conference (MWIEDC)

2025 Association for Public Policy and Analysis (APPAM) Fall Conference

2024 Southern Economic Association (SEA) 94th Annual Meeting

SKILLS

• Technical Skills: Stata, Matlab, SurveyCTO, Latex.
• Language Skills: Portuguese (native), English (fluent), French (advanced), and Spanish (intermediate).


